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Overview on the research works in the field of
environmental geography and human health

YANG Lin-sheng, WANG Wu-yi, TAN Jian-an, LIANG Tao, DONG Yun-she
(Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract:In the 1960s, the Institute of Geography called for chemical process research in
physical geography and set up the first department on chemical geography in China. The
department has participated in all earlier national programmes on environment, which has
promoted the development of environmental sciences and technologies in China. The de-
partment also has led other institutes in the Chinese Academy of Sciences to conduct the
studies on the geographic pathogeny and controlling of Keshan disease, Kaschin-Beck dis-
ease and other endemics, which has enhanced the initiation and development of medical ge-
ography in China. In 2000, the institute redistributed the department from chemical geog-
raphy to environmental geography, as well as from medical geography to health geogra-
phy. The expanding research works include the ecological and health risk assessment of
pollutants such as heavy metals, the health risks of global environmental change, the bio-
geochemical cycles of carbon, nitrogen and their relationships with greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Sets of technologies on site pollution treatment and health protection have been de-
veloped. Further research into environmental geography and human health will focus on
the chemical property of geographic environment, so as to probe into the interactions a-
mong environment, human health and socio-economic development, for human safety and

sustainable development.

Key words: chemical geography; environmental geography; medical geography; health ge-
ography



