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Tab. 1 Index and characteristics of temperature zones in Chinese integrated physical geographical

regionalization in 1959
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Fig. 1 China's ecogeographical region map
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Fig. 2 Chinas eco-geographical regions
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Retrospect and prospect of regionalization system of China

WU Shao-hong., YIN Yun-he, FAN Jie, ZHENG Du, YANG Qin-ye
(Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract; Regionalization system of China has attained substantial achievements in the last
decades by the Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research under the
Chinese Academy of Sciences. Based on the stages of "integrated physical geographical re-
gionalization — eco-geographical regionalization — comprehensive regionalization", signifi-
cant progresses and achievements of some important regionalization schemes were intro-
duced in this paper. In 1950s, integrated physical geographical regionalization was initiated
in order to guide the distribution of agricultural production. In the 1990s, eco-geographical
regionalization was carried out to instruct ecological development and environmental pro-
tection based on ecological theories and methods. Since the end of the 20th century, com-
prehensive regionalization has been developed along with the further research into earth
science and sustainable development. A combination of physical factors with socio-econom-
ic factors has been the distinguishing characteristic of recent regionalization research. Mo-
reover, the continuous innovation in methodology and technology, such as remote sens-
ing, geographical information system and numerical simulation, has promoted the develop-
ment of regionalization research. Regionalization system which was tightly coupled with
national economic development and environmental protection would be an important direc-

tion of physical geography and even geography in future development.

Key words: regionalization system; integrated physical geographical regionalization; eco-

geographical system; comprehensive regionalization



